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Kindness, Trust, Friendship, Respect, Courage, Forgiveness

Our School is built on the teachings of the Bible and inspired by The Gospel Values of Faith, Hope and Love.

Our Christian ethos is upheld by respecting humanity fostered through our community that is welcoming, inclusive and forgiving.

Together we flourish through courageous learning, friendships and generosity.

TO BE THE BEST THAT I CAN BE – THE WAY GOD INTENDS
Friday 6th September 2024
Reading for Pleasure in KS2

Dear Families,
I am writing to inform you that we have needed to change the system and provision for reading in KS2. Scholastic Education, who provided Literacy Pro and the eBook library as they have decided, as a company, that they can no longer provide this service, which we highly valued.  This means that we will no longer be identifying your child’s reading ability as a Lexile level through the literacy Pro test, nor will we have access to the online quizzes children used to do once they had completed a book. We are very disappointed about this, but cannot find an alternative provider that is affordable for a small school such as Deal Parochial. 

As a staff, we have met and discussed the impact on our provision and critically evaluated how we will teach, monitor and assess reading across KS2. I am confident that we have a good plan and resources in place. It will just be a little different than previously.
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For pupils in Years 4, 5 and 6, they will still be able to access the school library, and it will now be a Reading for Pleasure library, allowing them to read books of their choice, without the restriction of reading within a recommended Lexile range.  Reading for Pleasure has always been something that as a school, we have been keen to promote and this move makes this clearer.   This will require the maturity of the pupils and careful monitoring by parents, to ensure that the children are able to read and understand the books independently or that they are identified as a shared reader, so that adults read to/with them.   As a rule of thumb, we use the Five Finger Rule, to ensure that a child is not struggling with more than 4 words per page.   The books will still be labelled with Lexile levels, to give a rough indication of their difficulty and we will advise appropriately from assessment data we routinely acquire.

We have agreed there is a transition stage that most children reach when they are at the end of Year 2 or during Year 3.   All children will continue to be taught using the Little Wandle reading extension books in Year 3 as part of the reinforcement they need to consolidate their phonic and decoding knowledge and skills. In addition, they will also continue to take books home that they choose as part of reading for pleasure.   A transition library with books suitable to this age range will be located in the Year 3 classroom, and comprehension quizzes (we have obtained from the old system) on these books will ensure children are understanding the books as they become more proficient, independent readers.

These libraries are very well stocked with books, and we are grateful to families who donate pre-loved books that are no longer needed to boost our stock further. We will continue to have Library Ambassadors in Year 4, 5 and 6 guided by Mrs Bridgeland, and their role will continue to evolve to promote reading for pleasure across the school. 

Class teachers and teaching assistants will teach reading every week as part of each year group’s curriculum. We have a range of resources that test and challenge reading comprehension and extends reading skills throughout KS2. Staff will continue to monitor reading closely.  Children will continue to have a yellow reading record, which will come home as usual.   These are important for monitoring their daily reading, progress, enjoyment, targets and any difficulties.   Please ensure you continue to write in these, as it is a valuable way of communicating and recording your child’s [image: image4.jpg]opbeck ot
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reading progression.

In addition, pupils in Years 4, 5 and 6 will be given a green Reading Journal that will stay in school and record the child’s comments on a book once it is completed.   This will allow the sharing of recommended reads to others within the school community, again encouraging Reading for Pleasure.

As always, please come and discuss any observations or clarify anything with your child’s class teacher.   We will be holding ‘Meet the teacher’ in the week starting September 10th where you will have the opportunity to drill down and find out how reading is taught in your child’s class as well as an opportunity to get to know your child’s class teacher.

Thank you for continued support. 

Finally – we are always keen to welcome volunteer readers into school to hear the children read. If you feel that you have any spare time that you can give and would like to offer your kind support, we would be delighted to talk to you. All volunteers are required to carry out a DBS safeguarding check before they start. 

Kind regards
Justine Brown
Headteacher
Deal Parochial Church of England (Aided) Primary School





Ms J Brown  BEd  Hons  NPQH										Gladstone Road


Headteacher												Walmer, Deal


Tel: 01304 374464												Kent CT14 7ER


email: secretary@deal-parochial.kent.sch.uk                                                                                                                      Website: www.deal-parochial.kent.sch.uk
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