
  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
November 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back! We hope you had a restful half term holiday and your children are ready to return to school, to 
continue their learning. Our priority, of course, is to make your children feel safe and happy to be back in the Parochial 
family at this strange time. 
 
This half term we will be studying:  
 
Topic – The Romans: We will be examining what it was like to live in Roman Britain. We will consider who the 
Romans were; the Roman invasion of Britain; Hadrian’s Wall; what the Romans did for us; the Roman army and who 
Boudicca was; Roman mosaics and Roman Gods. 
 
English  
We will be focusing on ‘Black History’ in Literacy at the beginning of this term, using a text called ‘Little Leaders – Bold 
Women in Black History’ by Vashti Harrison.  After that, we will be focusing on Christmas related texts. 
We will emphasise the need to use a range of punctuation, paragraphs and complex and descriptive sentences in the 
children’s writing. There will be a particular focus on punctuating speech and using possessive apostrophes correctly. 
 
There will be daily spelling and GPS (grammar, punctuation and spelling) lessons. We will also be continuing to 
concentrate on our spellings and will be learning how to use the spelling rules for sion, ssion, tion, cian and ough. In 
addition, we will continue to learn the statutory spellings on the Y3 & Y4 wordlist. Please see the word list for this 
term’s spellings and the statutory spelling list. 
 
Please encourage your child with their writing and to read at home for at least 15 minutes daily, as part of their 
homework; questioning them to check that they have understood what they have read.  
 
Mathematics 
This term we will be learning about measurement (length and perimeter); multiplication and division. We will continue 
to develop our Fluency, Reasoning and Problem Solving skills. Please support your child with his/her calculation skills 
and continue to encourage your child to learn the key addition/subtraction facts, times tables facts and with learning to 
tell the time.  
 
Times Tables 
According to national expectations, children should already be fluent in the following times tables: x2, x5, x10 and x3, 
x4, x9. 
This year, we will be learning our x6, x7, x8, x11 and x12 tables 
By the end of the year children in Year 4 should be able to recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication 
tables up to 12 × 12. 
Please continue to encourage your child to practise their times tables at home for homework. There is a link to the 
‘Timestables Rockstars’ website on the school website which will take you to the login page.  
The children will carry out the DFE Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) online test in June 2021.  They will answer 25 
questions on multiplication and division facts up to and including 12 x 12. They will have just 6 seconds to answer 
each question so they need to recall them quickly. The check will take each pupil less than 5 minutes to complete. At 
the end of the assessment window, a total score out of 25 will be reported to each school for all of their children who 
took the check. 
Thank you for your continued support, effort and enthusiasm in helping your children to learn their times tables. 
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Science 
As part of our topic on ‘States of Matter’, pupils will be learning how to:  
• Compare and group materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids or gases 
• Observe that some materials change state when they are heated or cooled, and measure or research the 

temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C) 
• Identify the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and associate the rate of evaporation 

with temperature. 
 

RE- ‘What is the Trinity?’ 
This term we will be using different texts in the bible to help us answer our big question. We will look at the differences 
between the gospel of John and the other gospels. We will describe the different ways that Christians show their 
beliefs about God. We will also make links between some of the texts and teachings about God in the Bible and what 
people believe about God in the world today. 
 
ICT 
Our new computing topic for the term is ‘Keeping Safe Online’. This topic will culminate in producing a leaflet for 
younger children. The children will also use the presentational skills in Microsoft word during other curriculum subjects.  
 
Art 
This term we will be finding out about, and creating work in the style of, the artist ‘Alma Woodsey Thomas’ – In 1972, 
when she was eighty years old, she was the first African American woman to have a solo exhibition at the ‘Whitney 
Museum of American Art’ – one of America’s most important museums. Alma showed the importance of being 
dedicated to the thing you love and having the patience to let it grow. 
 
Homework 
Monday: Times tables test - New spellings sent home. 
Friday: Spelling test. 
Daily: Reading – You or your child may write in their reading record books – please try to check once a week and 
sign. We aim to listen to children read as often as possible at school. 
 
This term, all teachers will be getting their pupils familiar with remote learning. We will be introducing the children to 
Microsoft Teams – they will all have their own username and password. Once this is set up, we will be sending online 
homework remotely. Please contact me if you will have any problems with this. 
 
P.E.  
Monday: Outdoor PE – Hockey  
 
Please send your child into school in their P.E. kit on Mondays; they will need suitable trainers, a warm jumper and 
jogging bottoms, especially as the weather gets colder. If for any reason, your child is not able to take part in PE 
please send a note to let us know, otherwise we will expect them to take part.  
 
We would like to remind children that jewellery (other than a wristwatch) and nail varnish are not permitted. Please 
ensure that all items of clothing including hats, scarves, gloves, coats are clearly labelled with your child’s name. 
 
Dates to remember: 
18th December – Last day of Term 
4th January – INSET Day (no children at school) 
5th January – Children return to school 
 
Because we have to keep the classrooms well ventilated at this time, to prevent the spread of germs, please ensure 
that your child has a school jumper or fleece to stay warm in class. They may also bring slippers into school to change 
into.  
 
We look forward to a busy and exciting term ahead. Please do come and see us at the end of the day if you have any 
queries or concerns about your child this term. We look forward to continuing to work together this year. 

                                                                      
Yours sincerely, 
 
Ms Sarah Warner and Mrs Claudia Clugston 

 


