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‘Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem…’ Then they said, ‘Let us start
building!’ So they committed themselves to the common good.

From Nehemiah 2:17-18
Wednesday 3rd March 2021
Dear Families
Don’t forget it is our Book week and National Book day on Thursday. Please
join in our arts and craft junk modelling activity and create your favourite
story book character for Thursday. We hope pupils can also join the
sponsored read taking place across this week, raising money for new books.

We are getting so excited at the prospect of welcoming our
entire school community back and being fully open on March 8th.
This lock down has been very trialling, especially for those working from home and carrying out home
learning. Thank you for playing your part in reducing the risk of the virus spreading. It has been a sacrifice
that I hope we will not have to ask of you again.
In order to support everyone’s well-being in a positive way teachers will be carrying out daily mindfulness
exercises and activities. This links in to our current ethos for Growth Mind-set and thinking ourselves out of
the “Learning Pit”, as well as using the Colour Monsters to help express our moods and feelings. More than
this, we want to give children strategies to deal with sadness, frustration, worry and excitement, to name a
few of the mixed emotions that I expect many of us feel every day.
Our first approach, and one I want to share with all our families is to allow children to own their emotions
and for us to accept it and validate how they are feeling. We can do this by using simple phrases such as:
I can see that you are hot, does this mean you are feeling angry, or I can see that you are angry and that is
ok. Let’s try to work out how to feel less angry….
Your body language tells me that you are worrying and that is ok. It is ok to feel worried. Can you tell me 3
things that are worrying you? Can you tell me three things you feel good about….
We all need this sort of support. It reduces embarrassment and shows that emotions are part of being
human.

Arrangements for coming back to school on March 8th
We are doing our best to organise the school so that there is minimum risk of the COVID virus spreading. I
assure you that we are being just as vigilant as we were when this pandemic first broke out. More anti-bac
and soap has been ordered! I have updated our risk assessment, and reviewed all risks.

We need your help to implement the advice from Public Health England.
If your child shows any signs of feeling unwell, please keep them home, self-isolate and get a COVID test.
Please let us know the test outcome as soon as possible. secretary@deal-parochial.kent.sch.uk
Staff are using the Rapid Flow Tests to test twice weekly and report their results. We have not had new
outbreaks since before Christmas at this school.
School staggered times for arrival and collection
We have changed the system. There will be two separate times.
Alphabetical order again.

Arrival
08:40. – A - H
and

08:50. – I -Z

The school gates will close at 09:00.
Please drop your child off quickly, see them through the school gates before leaving.

Collection
15:10 hrs – A-H
15:20 hrs - I -Z
The school gates will be closed at 15:30 hrs.
We ask that everyone contributes to the smooth ebb and flow of our movements by respecting these
requests.


Please arrive on time, wait for your child on the playground, respecting everyone’s space around
you.
 Please do not gather in groups and stand and chat – tempting as it is, I know!
 Please wear a face covering on the school grounds.
 Children must leave quickly and not stay and play.
There will be a number of measures that we are implementing in order to minimise the risk of spreading
the virus.






Each class will remain in their own class grouping and will not be mixing with other year groups.
Playtimes will be staggered during the day.
The school will be very well ventilated, please send your child into school wearing their fleeces and
jumpers. The spring weather can catch us all out with quite a chilly wind.
Lunch times will be staggered. Pupils will eat in their classrooms, except EYFS class.
Any disruptive behaviour may result in pupils being asked to be collected and taught at home until
they are safe to re-join their peers. This is part of our COVID behaviour rules. We do not have staff
who can safely mix classes nor is it safe for children to join other classes.







Wear school uniform or PE kit on the correct PE days.
Bring own water in a non-glass container. We can top up drink containers throughout the day.
Please send in any completed home learning for their class teacher.
If you have any concerns please let us know as soon as possible. We really want to support all
children and yourselves as families and make this work for everyone.
Please cheer very loudly once leaving the school grounds on Monday morning, March 8th!
WHOOOOOP WHOOOP!! You have endured another partial school closure - CONGRATULATIONS!

Mid-Year pupil reports; Monday 8th March.
We have decided to send out the usual midyear reports. We agreed that it is more helpful for parents to
know where their child is at and how much catch up is required – if any. We will be carrying out formal
assessments later in the year, once all children have got back into the swing of things and settled. This only
seems fair.
We will provide a very short summative report in July informing you of the assessment results linked to
their attainment. We will also ask each child to self-evaluate their learning and effort at this point,
providing pupil voice.
Reports will be given out next Monday 8th March. If you do not receive your child’s report please come to
the school office for collection. Thank you.
It is a very worrying and challenging time. I hope that we can continue to share our concerns and worries
together in order to find solutions and ways forward. If you do have any worries please contact a member
of staff, the class teacher, our SENCO – Mrs Hogben, or myself. Your child’s education and happiness is
paramount to us all.
I hope that with the spring sunshine bursting through, we can
all renew our energy.
Thank you again for all your support and trust.
Kind regards
Justine Brown
Head Teacher

